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our flashlight revealed a gang of naked children beating empty

gasoline cans.

The noisy torch parades swept over town until they were ex-
hausted, long after midnight.

The following day, nyepf, was supposed to be one of absolute
stillness, a day when no fires, no sexual intercourse, and no work
of any sort were permitted. There was no traffic on the roads and
only by special permit and the payment of a heavy fine could the
cars of foreigners drive through a town. In most Balinese vil-
lages the people were not even allowed out of their houses,
especially in North Bali, where the nyepf regulations are strict.
In Den Pasar it was forbidden even to light a cigarette, but
people went out visiting as on a holiday. Curious tug-of-war
games (med-medan) were organized there for the amusement
of the young people; in band/ar Kaliungu, men on one side,
girls on the other, pulled a long rattan until one side defeated
the other, but in band/ar Sesetan a shouting crowd of boys stood
facing a group of girls; the boys charged as in a football game
and captured one girl, who then had to be rescued by her friends
in a rough free-for-all. Everybody tugged and pulled and the
poor prisoner, wild-eyed and with her hair loose, was so roughly
handled in the desperate effort to free her that she fainted. But
someone walked over to her and unceremoniously emptied a
bucket of cold water on her head so she would revive and the
game could proceed; when the girl was rescued the men cap-
tured another. Although the unique game is not played out-
side of the neighbourhood of Den Pasar and then only on
nyepf day, the Balinese insisted it had no significance of any
sort and that its object was purely play.

THE   CALENDAR

The calendar that regulates the social and religious life of Bali
is an intricate mechanism by which not only all communal and
private festivals are established, but even the most ordinary
actions of the Balinese are determined. No Balinese can hope